
Course Code Course Name Credits 

26PL009 FOREIGN POLICY OF INDIA 4 

 

Course Objectives 

 To understand the structure, principles, and objectives of India’s foreign policy. 

 To examine India’s relations with major powers, neighbouring countries, and international 

organizations. 

 To analyse emerging trends and challenges in world politics affecting India’s external relations. 

 To develop critical understanding of the making and dynamics of Indian foreign policy. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

After the completion of the course, the graduate will be able to 

 List and identify key principles of India’s foreign policy. 

 Demonstrate comprehension of the principles and history of India’s foreign policy. 

 Use information about India’s foreign policy in practical or hypothetical scenarios. 

 Break down India’s foreign policy into its components and understand their relationships. 

 Assess the effectiveness and implications of India’s foreign policy. 

 Formulate new or innovative strategies and policies for India’s foreign policy. 

Unit I: Foundations of Indian Foreign Policy (10 Hrs) 

Objectives and Principles; Domestic and International Determinants of India’s Foreign Policy; Institutions and 

Actors in making of India’s foreign policy 

Unit II: India’s Contemporary Relations with Major Powers (14 Hrs) 

India and United States: Strategic and Economic relations; India and Russia: Defence and Energy relations 

India and China: Border and Strategic 

Unit III: India’s policy towards South Asian countries (13 Hrs) 

Pakistan: Kashmir Politics; Sri Lanka: Maritime Security; Bangladesh: Migrants and Refugees, 13 

Unit VI: India’s engagement with Multipolar World (13 Hrs) 

India’s relations with ASEAN; India’s relations with BRICS; South-South cooperation and Global South 

leadership 

Unit V: Contemporary challenges to India’s Security (10 Hrs) 

Cross- border terrorism; Maritime security in the Indian Ocean; Cyber security and emerging digital threats 

 

Essential Readings: 

1. Appadorai, Domestic Roots of India’s Foreign Policy, New Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1981. 

2. Bandopadhyaya, Jayantanuja, The Making of India’s Foreign Policy, Calcutta: Allied Publishers, 2003. 

3. Bajpai, U. S., India and Its Neighbourhood (New Delhi: Lancer International, 1986 

4. Michael Brecher The New States of Asia: A Political Analysis (London 1963) 

5. S. Rose, Politics in Southern Asia 

6. Bimal Prasad, Origins of Indian Foreign Policy 

7. C. Hill, Changing Politics of Foreign Policy, Hamsphire, Macmillan, 2001. 

8. Grare, Frédéric, et. al, India and ASEAN: The Politics of India’s Look East Policy (New Delhi: Manohar, 

2001) 

9. K. S.Murthy, India’s Foreign Policy, Calcutta, Scientific Book Agency, 1954. 

10. Kapur, Harish, India’s Foreign Policy – Shadows and Substance (New Delhi: Sage, 1994) 

11. Jayapalan, N., Foreign policy of India, Atlantic Publishers & Distributors, 2001 

12. Jain, B. M., Global Power: India's Foreign Policy 1947-2006 (Lexington Books, 2008) 

13. Jha, Nalini Kant, South Asia in 21st Century: India, Her Neighbours and the Great Powers (South Asian 

Publishers, 2003) 

14. J. Nehru, India’s Foreign Policy: Selected Speeds, September 1946-April 1961, New Delhi Publications 

Division Government of India, 1971. 

15. Mansingh, Lalit et al,eds., Indian Foreign Policy: Agenda for the 21st Century, Vol.1 and 2, New Delhi: 

Foreign Services Institute with Konark, 1998) 

16. Muni S.D. and Pant, Girijesh (2005) India's Search for Energy Security: Prospects for Cooperation with 

Extended Neighbourhood (New Delhi: Rupa & Co. in association with Observer Research Foundation) 



17. Nalini Kant Jha, (ed)., South Asia in 21st Century: India, Her Neighbours and Great Powers, New 

Delhi: South Asian Publishers, 2003. 

18. N. Jetley, India’s Foreign Policy: Challenges and Prospects, New Delhi, Lancer Books, 1999. 

19. P. M Kamat, Emerging International Order and Foreign Policy Options for India (Indian Academy of 

Social Sciences, 1999 

20. Ramesh. Thakur, Politics and Economics of India’s Foreign Policy, Delhi, Oxford University Press, 

1993. 

21. Sinha, A. and M. Mohta (eds), Indian Foreign Policy: Challenges and Opportunities, 

22. (New Delhi: Academic Foundation. 2003) 

23. Rajen Harshe and K.M.Seethi(eds.) Engaging with the world: Critical Reflections on India’s Foreign 

Policy, New Delhi, Orient Longman,2005. 

24. Raju G.C. Thomas Indian Security Policy, 1986. 

25. Shastri, Amita and Wilson, Jeyaratnam (Eds), The Post-Colonial States of South Asia Democracy, 

Development and Identity (Palgrave Macmillan 2001) 

26. Stephen P. Cohen, India Emerging Power, New Delhi, Oxford University Press, 2002. 

 

COs and Bloom’s Taxonomy Level (BTL) Mapping – 26PL009 

Course 

Outcomes 

On completing U.G. program in Political Science the students will be able 

to 

BTL 

CO1 Recall facts, basic concept and key principles and determinants of India’s 

foreign policy, major events related to major powers and India’s neighbours, 

international and regional organisations and security framework and 

development. 

K1, K2 

CO2 Use the information in new situations or apply current diplomatic move by India 

and explain it using the principles of India’s foreign policy on relationship with 

major powers, neighbours, international and regional organisations and security 
issues and challenges. 

K3 

CO3 Draw a connection, differentiate and compare India’s foreign policy with that of 

another major powers, international and regional organisations and examine the 

influence on India’s foreign policy. 

K4 

CO4 Justify a stand or evaluate specific foreign policy decision made by India on 

various factors such as relationship with major powers, neighbours, nuclear, 
terrorism and environment. 

K5 

CO5 Form innovates strategies and policies to design new foreign policy initiative 

and to address emerging regional and global challenges. 

K6 

BTL K1 and K2 – Remembering and Understanding, K3- Applying, K4 – Analyse, K5- Evaluate and K6- Create 
 

Relationship Matrix-26PL009 

Course 

Outcomes 

Programme Outcomes (POs) Programme Specific Outcomes (PSOs) Mean 

Score 

of 

COs 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 PO6 PSO1 PSO2 PSO3 PSO4 PSO5 PSO6  

CO1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 1 1.5 

CO2 2 2 3 2 1 1 3 2 2 2 3 2 2 

CO3 3 3 3 2 1 1 2 3 3 3 3 2 2.4 

CO4 3 3 3 2 1 1 3 3 3 3 3 2 2.5 

CO5 3 3 3 2 1 1 3 3 3 2 3 2 2.4 

  Total 2.16 

 

Mean Score: 3- High, 2- Medium/Moderate, 1-Low 


