
Course Code Course Name Credits
26ZY002 CHORDATE ZOOLOGY 04

Course Objectives
 To introduce the general characteristics and classification of chordates.
 To understand the structure and organization of different vertebrate groups.
 To study the morphology and adaptations of selected chordate animals.
 To explain important biological concepts such as migration, parental care, and flight adaptation.
 To develop knowledge about the ecological and economic importance of vertebrates.

Learning Outcomes
 Identify and classify major groups of chordates based on their characteristics.
 Explain the structure and functions of representative vertebrate animals.
 Understand the adaptations and evolutionary features of fishes, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals.
 Differentiate poisonous and non-poisonous snakes and understand snake venom mechanisms.
 Appreciate the diversity and significance of vertebrate animals in nature and human life.

Unit 1 – Introduction to Animal Kingdom (12 Hrs.)
          General characters and classification of phylum Chordata upto classes with examples. Prochordata: General  
characters of Hemichordata, Cephalochordata and Urochordata with examples. Type study: Amphioxus
Unit 2 - Agnatha (12 Hrs.)
          General characters -Type study: Petromyzon. Pisces: General characters and classification upto order with examples. 
Type study: Scoliodon. Accessory respiratory organs, Parental care and Migration in fishes.
Unit 3 - Amphibia & Reptilia (12 Hrs.)
          Amphibia: General characters and classification upto order with examples. Type study: Frog; Parental care in  
Amphibia. Reptilia: General characters and classification upto order with examples. Type study: Calotes. Identification of 
poisonous and non-poisonous snakes. Poison apparatus and biting mechanism of poisonous snakes. 
Unit 4 - Aves (12 Hrs.) 
             General characters and classification upto order with examples. Type study: Pigeon-Flight adaptations and  
Migration in birds.
Unit 5 - Mammalia (12 Hrs.)
              General characters and classification upto order with examples. Type study: Rabbit; Dentition in mammals - Dog, 
Rabbit and Man, Aquatic mammals.
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